
Block M Homeowners’ Association 
Minutes of Annual Meeting 

June 5, 2017 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Block M Homeowner’s Association was held, 
pursuant to notice, on June 5, 2017 at 209 N. Black Ave, Bozeman, MT 59715. 
Trish Preheim, President, called the meeting to order at 5:45 pm. Jessica Anderson, 
Secretary, confirmed the presence of a quorum with 17 of 18 lots represented. [10 
lot owner(s) present, 7 lot owner(s) voting by proxy]. Materials for the Annual 
Meeting had been distributed to owners on May 12 prior to the Meeting. Updated 
full-year financials for 2016-17 were distributed at the Meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF JULY 6, 2016 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

On motion of Jon Pine to approve the 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, 
seconded by Tim Preheim, the Minutes of the July 6, 2016 Special Meeting were 
approved by the homeowners as submitted.  
 
DISCUSSION OF ASPENS (EXCLUDING POCKET PARK ASPENS) 

There was a discussion regarding the choice of placing aspens near owners’ 
homes in small “footprints” and about their potential replacement. Many owners 
expressed concern about the placement. The Board explained the response of 
HomeBase and Design 5 to its inquiries (both entities had stood by this choice). 
Several owners wanted to go back to HomeBase and Design 5 regarding their 
rationale for selecting the aspens. Other owners suggested that this would not be a 
good use of time or HOA resources, as neither HomeBase nor Design 5 would be 
likely to take responsibility for Aspen replacement given their previous responses to 
the Board. 
 

The owners and Board supported the formation of a Landscape Committee to 
evaluate the Aspens and other problematic aspects of the landscaping plantings and 
design and make a recommendation. Phoebe McEldowney volunteered to be on the 
committee and the Board stated that it would recruit another member for the 
committee. The Board will work with the Landscape Committee to prepare a 
strategy to tackle landscaping issues and to present this strategy at the 2018 Annual 
Meeting.  

 
VOTE TO APPROVE PROPOSED COVENANT CHANGE  

There was a general discussion about the rationale for making the proposed 
changes to the covenants reducing the 90% requirement to change the covenants. 
The Board reported several inconsistencies and omissions that can create issues 
going forward. 
 

On motion of Jon Pine seconded by Pam Bittner, the Homeowners voted to 
reject the proposed covenant change [14 yes votes | 3 no votes | 1 not present at the 
meeting].  



 
 
APPROVAL OF 2017-18 BUDGET PROPOSAL 
 

The Board notified the owners that going forward the fiscal year will be from 
July 1 to June 30. The Board enacted this change in order to have the budget 
approved prior to first quarter FY being assessed. Going forward, the dues will be 
consistent with calendar quarters. 

 
 There was a discussion of how Board arrived at a proposed increase in 

quarterly dues to $315 (i.e., there would be some deficit spending and partial use of 
operational cash anticipated).  
 

Leif Sundeen introduced a motion to increase quarterly dues to $325 and 
Paul Franzen seconded the motion.  
 

The motion carried with unanimous support from Homeowners present at 
the meeting [17 yes votes | 1 not present at the meeting]. 
 
ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION – ONE BOARD MEMBER FOR A 
THREE-YEAR TERM (OFFICERS TO BE SELECTED BY BOARD MEMBERS) 

Peter Lee nominated Jessica Anderson for board re-election. There were no 
other nominations for the Board. 
 
Pam Bittner motioned to vote on Board election. Jon Pine seconded the motion. 
 

Jessica Anderson was re-elected to the Board of Directors with unanimous 
support among those present [17 yes votes | 1 not present at the meeting]. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Earl Franklin spoke to the group about the Franklins’ experience with a leak 
in their unit resulting from insufficient caulking of the rooftop drainage pipe. He 
explained the cause of the problem and the steps they took to prevent similar 
problems from occurring in the future, including the installation of heat tape in the 
rooftop drainage pipe. 

The Board reviewed its actions, previously disclosed to the owners via email, 
regarding drainage pipe freeze issues that occurred in January 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Tim Preheim made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:01pm. The meeting was adjourned by Trish Preheim at 8:01pm. 
 
 
_____________________________________ __________________________ 
SUBMITTED BY: Date 
Jessica Anderson, Secretary 
 
 
____________________________________ ___________________________ 
APPROVED BY: Date 
Trish Preheim, President 
 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
Board Members  
Trish Preheim, President 
Lauren Marvel, VP/Treasurer 
Jessica Anderson, Secretary 

 
Others Present 
Leif Sundeen 
Phoebe McEldowney 
Richard McEldowney 
Paul Franzen 
Barbee Franzen 
Tim Preheim 
Jon Pine 
Renae Pine 
Earl Franklin 
Valorie Franklin 
Pam Bittner 
Jesse Chase 
Ryan Kirwan 
 
Voting By Proxy 
Andy and Laura Holloran 
Jordan and Cari Siemens 
Dan and Claire Wagner 
Kristi Dunks and Richard Nelson 
Maureen and Peter Lee 
Rory and Mary Martin 
Theo Lipfert and Patty Simpson 



 
Did Not Vote 
Doug and Kathy Dunn 
 

 
 
 


